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P i A TG T P T BL AR % 1 0 A2 o B Bl TF )
IR SR BCIE B, WSRO DT (SCHED S BN oL 0 0 4 1 0
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@ VFRIECHRRAAAAR R — R 4) 1972 45 10 1 3 [0, Fhi.



58 SR I S S 35 %

Yo PRRL A LR Y G ™V 27 RUR ] R SS i 0 BB, S il A ok 7 S8 2 IR BT Pk AR
WA, LA E AR IE B 2 RO BERE, < KIIE AN REE A %" il ok 7 s B
FERE AT S, e Rl R A A VBRI L RO L B Ay i DL , b 1 5k A A R 45 LA
WA P RPN 12 AR

FEX R E BZSEER X5 E, TS, AFL BT S EAALR LA
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Historian of Science Xu Liangying: A Short Biography

WANG Zuoyue,
( Department of History, California State Polytechnic University-Pomona, USA)

HU Danian
( Department of History, The City College of the City University of New York, USA)

Abstract Xu Liangying (1920 ~2013) was an eminent historian of science, a leading transla-
tor and exponent of Albert Einstien’s works in China, and a founder of the Chinese study of dialectics
of nature. Born in Linhai, Zhejiang Province, Xu graduated from the physics department of Zhejiang
University in 1942, where he studied with the nuclear physicist Wang Ganchang. Xu joined the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC) in 1946 and became one of the leaders of student movements at Zhe-
jiang University and in Hangzhou, Zhejiang, during the 1940s, making significant contributions in
developing the CPC organizations in Hangzhou. After the CPC took over Hangzhou in 1949, Xu was
a member of the CPC Hangzhou Municipal Working Committee and took charge of youth affairs. In
1952, he was summoned to the headquarters of the Chinese Academy of Sciences ( CAS) in Beijing,
editing Chinese Science Bulletin. In 1956 Xu requested to be transferred to the Institute of Philoso-
phy, where he suffered political persecution during the Anti-Rightist Campaign in 1957. In the fol-
lowing year, he was forced to return to his native rural hometown in Zhejiang Province, working as a
peasant. During the next two decades, Xu led the translation and compilation of the three-volume
Collected Works of Albert Einstein. In 1978, Xu returned to the CAS where he served as a research
professor at the Institute for the History of Natural Sciences until his retirement in 1987. Xu’s main
research concentrated on Albert Einstein and the history of modern physics. He proposed that ratio-
nalism was a dominant influence in Einstein’s scientific ideas and insisted that science and democracy
were leading driving forces in modern society.
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